Sensitivity to CCK-4 in women with and without premenstrual dysphoric disorder (PMDD) during their follicular and luteal phases.
The authors determined whether women with premenstrual dysphoric disorder (PMDD) exhibit a heightened sensitivity to the panicogenic effects of CCK-4 administration and whether this enhanced sensitivity to CCK-4 would vary with the phase of the menstrual cycle at the time of CCK-4 injection. Twenty-one normal controls and 18 PMDD women were randomly assigned to receive the first and second CCK-4 injection during the follicular phase and the luteal phase or vice versa. PMDD women showed a greater anxiety and panic response to CCK-4. These preliminary results suggest that the CCK-B system may play a role in the pathophysiology of PMDD.